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90 Notes and Discussions 

of any kind. If Ajax should appear, the Greeks would cower. He is an 
atcTos, they opvtdts; but it is an implied, not an expressed comparison. 
There is no allusion to the Homeric alymiol yajj.xpMwx'^i ayKvXo\(£\ai,; 
and there is no ellipsis in the beginning of the sentence, as many scholars 
have thought. 

J. E. Harry 
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EMENDATION OF OLYMPIODORUS Scholia in Platonis Phaedonem 

(Finckh, p. 39, 1. 9) 

"ov KOJ. ■^ ovo/jM^o/i.ei'r] dvSpui Tots ovrm." dvoiJUi^oiJi,evrj, viro tS>v iroXXZv. 
ovo/uJLTOi yap pAvov koivov pxre^fovcnv, r/ wtpl to irpaypa Sux<t>cp6p^vot: So the 
MSS. Finckh suggests "fortasse ^ delendum." A better remedy is to read 
ol iripl TO IT pay pa Sui<f>€p6pxvoi.. It is another case of iotacism. See Classi- 
cal Philology, I, 81. Olympiodorus is perhaps thinking of such Platonic 
passages as Sophist 218 C: vvv yap Si] <tv re Kayi) tovtov vipt Tovvopa 
(idvov €XO|WV KOivg' to Si ipyov, etc. 

Paul Shoeey 



NOTE ON ARISTOTLE Metaphysics 1086&, 32-37 

?Tt Si oiS' iriffTTyri ri, (TToix^ta • oi y&p Ka66\ov, ij 5' ivujT'fiivii r&y Ka$6\ov, 
dij\ov 5' ^K T€ tS>v dwo$ei^€(ov xal rwv opifffidv* oi yhp yiyverat (rvWoyifffibs ihi rhSe 
rb Tpiyiavov Sio 6p0ais, el fiii irav rplyavov Sio 6p9ais, oiS' Sri 6Sl i &y9pwiros l^^ov ei 
nil was ivBpUTOi (ifov. 

The most recent translator, Ross, renders this [italics mine]: "Again, 
the elements will not be even knowable; for they are not universal and knowl- 
edge is of universals. This is clear both from demonstrations and from 
definitions; for we do not conclude that this triangle has its angles equal to 
two right angles unless every triangle has its angles equal to two right 
angles, nor that this man is an animal unless every man is an animal." 

The German translator Lasson (p. 266) and all modern interpreters 
known to me take the passage in the same way. It is the natural interpre- 
tation, so long as we think in terms of modern logic and idiom. From the 
point of view of Aristotelian logic and Greek idiom it is improbable and, 
I beUeve, almost demonstrably wrong. 

Note first that Aristotle does not merely say that knowledge is derived 
from universal (propositions). He says it is of universals, as is proved by 
definitions and demonstrations. Now definitions and syllogistic demonstra- 
tions are elsewhere associated in the same way: Met. 10396, 27 fif.; Analyt. 
Post. 75b, 31. Their common feature is not merely that they depend upon, 
but that they are concerned with to KadoXov, are of it. This is obviously 
so in the case of the defiaition. We do not define the particular or the 



